
 

MINUTES 

Meeting of the Victorian Sport & Club Development Council  

Held at CAMS (851 Dandenong Road, Malvern East) 

on Tuesday 4th August 2009 

 

 

1. Opening 

The Chairman declared the meeting open at 8:00pm 

 

2. Present / Apologies 

 

Present 

Executive:  David Bellenger (Chair), Jim Reark (Maserati Club of Australia), Peter Rose (MG 

Car Club of Victoria), Kevin Redman (Victorian Flagmarsalling Team), Norman Gowers 

(Victorian Mini Club Inc), Graeme Williams (Victorian Superkart Club), Bruce Robertson 

(Benalla Auto Club) 

 

Club Delegates: Barry Edmunds (Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Victoria), Peter Sortwell (Austin 

7 Club), Tony Barrett (Austin Healey Owners Club of Victoria), Leslie Noonan (Ballarat Light 

Car Club), Roger Hall (Bendigo Car Club), Mark Hallowell (Cerberus Car Club), Mark Detering 

(Ford Four Car Club), Phil Marrinon (Formula Ford Association), Mark Zellner (Formula Vee 

Association of Victoria), David Twigg (Historic Touring Car Association of Victoria), Trevor 

Haines (Impreza WRX Club), Dawson Miller (Jaguar Car Club of Victoria),  Mick Kelly 

(Pakenham Auto Club), Peter Kerr (Peugeot Car Club of Victoria), Matt Balcombe (Phillip 

Island Auto Racing Club), Noel Tippett (Team Medical Australia), Wayne Rushton (MG Car 

Club of Geelong), Ross McKinnon (Triumph Sports Owners Association Victoria), Kelvin Prior 

(Victorian Historic Racing Register), Graeme Steinfort (Vintage Sports Car Club of Victoria) 

 

Guests: Graham Fountain (CEO – CAMS), Peter Bready (Victorian Mini Club Inc) 

 

CAMS Administration: Michael Smith (Senior Manager, Sport & Club Development), Lauren 

Croft (Sport and Club Development Officer) 

 

 



Apologies 

Erik Rubens (Stewards Panel), Bob Anderson (Executive), Mike Devine (Victorian Morgan 

Owners Group), Tony van den Dungen (State Officiating Panel), Brian Shanahan 

(Motorkhana Panel), Marilyn Emmins (Off Road Panel), David Johns (Western District Car 

Club), Colin Smith (PIARC), Robert Dunt (Sport & Club Development Officer) 

 

3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

It was Moved Mark Zellner / Kelvin Prior that the minutes of the previous meeting be 

accepted, upon clarification that Michael Smith provided the Sport & Club Development 

Commission Report in the absence of Ian McKenzie. 

Carried. 

 

CAMS CEO – Graham Fountain 

The agenda was set aside to welcome CAMS CEO Graham Fountain to the meeting. Mr 

Fountain thanked the Council for the invitation to attend the Victorian Sport & Club 

Development Council and provided an update on activities since the meeting directly after 

the Australian Grand Prix where he and Andrew Papadopoulos were in attendance. In that 

time the proposed Constitutional motions were put to the Board, who resolved to decline 

to take any further action in relation to the proposed constitutional changes submitted 

by the Victorian Sport & Club Development Council. 

Norman Gowers then provided an overview of the situation surrounding the Constitutional 

Motions and expressed his concern that the Board gave no reasons for the decision and also 

that the breakdown of votes by the Board members was not revealed.  

Mr Fountain then moved on to report on the next phase of the CAMS IT strategy, including 

the members’ portal which will be available to sample at the CAMS Summit for feedback and 

development. Although the majority of processing will be done online via the portal, manual 

processing will still be available for those without access to a computer. The CAMS Summit 

will be held in September, on the same weekend as the Phillip Island V8 Supercar round, and 

will be a convening of each commission, Sport & Club Development Council Chairs and the 

Board in one event. Mr Fountain also reported briefly on other initiatives from the CAMS 

administration including the CAMS Ignition Program, Schools Challenge and facilities and 

infrastructure. 

 

Mr Fountain then took questions from the delegates regarding the publication of the Annual 

Report, Speed Read and international competition visas. David Bellenger then thanked Mr 

Fountain for his time and the meeting resumed. 

 

 

4. Motions on Notice 

Nil. 

 

5. Additional Agenda Items 

 

5.01 Invitation to Robyn Stewart to attend a Victorian Sport & Club Development 

Council Meeting. 

The Council asked Michael Smith to extend an invitation to Robyn Stewart to attend 

another meeting at an appropriate time.  



 

 ACTION: Michael Smith 

 

5.02 Changes to Sport & Club Development Council Standing Orders 

The Standing Orders remain a work in progress, however should be finalised by the 

next Sport & Club Development Council Meeting. 

 

5.03 Cardinia Motor Recreation and Education Park 

Kelvin Prior tabled the Cardinia Motor Recreation and Education Park Development 

and Management Plan document for discussion. Michael Herlihy reported that a 

request had been sent to CAMS to invite CAMS Affiliated clubs to a meeting at the 

MGCC clubrooms in order to gain expressions of interest from clubs as to what type 

of events they would seek to use such a venue for. Mr Herlihy encouraged all 

delegates to attend the meeting, as did David Bellenger. 

Angus Black then provided a brief overview of the Cardinia proposal for those who 

were not aware of it. 

 

5.04 Constitutional Motions 

David Bellenger thanked Norman Gowers for his hard work in putting the motions 

together, which were extremely well presented. Mr Gowers then read the draft 

letter to the other Sport & Club Development Councils out for the delegates. Mr 

Gowers stated that as Victoria was the state to put the motions forward, it should 

return to the other Sport & Club Development Councils with a proposed position 

following the Board’s resolution. 

 

It was Moved Peter Sortwell / Peter Kerr that the letter be distributed to all Sport & 

Club Development Councils for their agendas. 

Carried – Unanimous vote – 25 Yes / 0 No 

 Abstention – Mark Zellner. 

 

 ACTION: Norman Gowers / Lauren Croft to circulate letter. 

 

6. Reports 

 

6.1 Panel Reports  

  

6.1.1 Stewards Panel – Erik Rubens 

 No report 

  

 

 6.1.2 Superkarts – Graeme Williams 

  No report 

  

6.1.3 Speed Events Panel – Jim Reark 

Jim Reark provided a written report for the Council, which is attached to these 

minutes. 

 



6.1.4 Hillclimb Panel – Norman Gowers 

Norman Gowers reported on a possible date change for Round 7 of the Victorian 

Hillclimb Championship due to a venue clash. 

 

6.1.5 Motorkhana Panel – Brian Shanahan 

Brian Shanahan provided a written report for the Council, which is attached to these 

minutes. 

 

6.1.6 Motor Race Panel – John Latham 

 No report 

 

6.1.7 State Officiating Panel – Kevin Redman 

Kevin Redman reported that Erik Rubens has joined the panel. The State Official of 

the Year nominations are open (on the CAMS website) and close on 25th September 

2009. The SOP members have agreed on a policy that there should be two trainers 

available for each course that is presented, to allow for more effective training and 

less pressure on the presenter.  

 

6.1.8 Rally Panel – Darryn Snooks 

Darryn Snooks provided a written report for the council which is attached to these 

minutes. 

 

6.1.9 Off Road Panel – Marilyn Emmins 

Marilyn Emmins provided a written report for the Council which is attached to these 

minutes.  

 

6.1.10 Scrutiny Panel – Tony Rodgers 

Tony Rodgers reported that a date for a Bronze Scrutiny module has been set for the 

24th and 25th October. 

 

6.2 Commission Reports 

 

6.2.1 ARCom – Darryn Snooks  

 Darryn Snooks provided a written report which is attached to these minutes. 

 

6.2.2 AMRC – Bruce Robertson 

Bruce Robertson reported that the AMRC is progressing quite well. Matthew 

Balcombe asked what the status was of the minimum age for circuit racing drivers. 

Mr Robertson reported that a vote had not yet been taken, but that it was his 

intention to return the issue to the AMRC’s agenda as it is an issue of concern for 

the commission. 

 

6.2.3 AOC – Tony van den Dungen 

 No report 

 

6.2.4 MTEC – David Bellenger   

 David Bellenger provided a written report which is attached to these minutes. 



 

6.2.5 AORCom – Marilyn Emmins 

 Marilyn Emmins provided a written report which is attached to these minutes. 

 

6.2.6 ASCDC – Ian McKenzie 

 No report. 

 

6.3 Other Reports  

 

6.3.1 Victorian Office – Michael Smith, Lauren Croft, Robert Dunt 

Michael Smith reported that the successful Victorian applicants for the Club Funding 

Grants were Rover Scouts Motor Sport and the MG Car Club of Victoria. The 

Executive is currently discussing potential venues for a Victorian awards function, 

however with a rejuvenated format. 

 

Michael Smith also reported on the resignation of Manager Club Motor Sport, 

Steven Daws. David Bellenger noted that Mr Daws would be sorely missed. It was 

Moved Bruce Robertson / Graeme Williams to formally thank Mr Daws for his 

contribution to grassroots motor sport and hard work and dedication during his time 

at CAMS. 

Carried – Unanimous vote – 26 Yes / 0 No 

 

6.3.2 Board of CAMS – Angus Black 

 No report.  

 

6.3.3 Chairman Victorian Sport & Club Development Council – David Bellenger 

 David Bellenger provided a written report which is attached to these minutes. 

 

7. Other Business 

 

7.1 Park Orchards Trial 

Graeme Steinfort reported that the 60th running of the Park Orchards Trial (now 

known as the John Pryce Trial) is to be held on Sunday 9th August. All are welcome 

and there is no admission charge. 

 

7.2 Next Sport & Club Development Council Meeting - Elections 

David Bellenger reported that the next meeting of the Sport & Club Development 

Council would include elections for the Sport & Club Development Council Executive, 

Chairman and Board Member. 

Due to the fact that the elections need to be complete prior to 31st October 2009, 

the next meeting of the Sport & Club Development Council will be held on Tuesday 

20th October 2009. 

 

8. Meeting Closed 

 

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 10:09pm. 



ATTACHMENTS 
 

Reports 
 

6.1.3 Speed Events Panel – Jim Reark 

Report of the 

Victorian Speed Events Advisory Panel 

for the 

Victorian Sport & Club Development Council  

on Tuesday, August 4, 2009 

1. Meetings held 
Since the last VSCDC meeting on Tuesday, May 5, 2009 the VSEAP has met on three occasions, as 

scheduled, viz: 

 Monday, May 25, 2009 

 Monday, June 22, 2009 

 Monday,  July 27, 2009 
 

The minutes from these meetings may be found on the CAMS web site.  The next scheduled meeting of 

the panel is on Monday, August 24, 2009. 

2. Key Issues  
The following key issues have been considered by the panel in this period. 

2.1 Guide for conducting Track Days 
The panel is presently reviewing the ‘Guide to Guidelines for conducting NSW SuperSprints’ compiled 

by Tom Snooks, Chairman, Australian Sport and Club Development Commission [ASCDC] which is 

based on a 2005 update of an earlier document.  It is expected this document will be used as a 

template to produce a ‘Guide’ which relates to Victoria and expands the focus to include the 

‘organisation’ as well as the ‘conduct’ of such events . 

2.2 Register of Club Officials 
The Register is now in operation and club officials interested in helping out at other club events are 

encouraged to contact the Registrar Ross Coles  Ross may be contacted at:  

rulescoles@optusnet.com.au  

2.3 Recommendations for Revised Event Documentation 
Recommendations made by panel members concerning layout and content at the March meeting of 

the panel, to the following ‘revised event documents’ have yet to be implemented: EP101 Clerk of 

Course Report, EP102 Stewards Report, EP105 Vehicle Damage Report, EP107 Incident Report, EP108 

Personal Injury Report 

2.4 NIDB Circuit Diagrams 
The panel is presently preparing more detailed maps of the Victorian circuits to show the positions of 

recommended flag points more accurately. 

2.5 2009 Australian Supersprint Championship 
The panel can advise that the Phillip Island Auto Club [PIARC] has been approved as the Organiser and 

Promoter of this event to be held at the Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit on November 15 and 16, 

mailto:rulescoles@optusnet.com.au


2009.  PIARC has prepared draft regulations for the event and these were discussed in detail at the 

recent July meeting of the panel.  It is expected the regulations for the event will be released shortly. 

2.6 Cardinia Motor Recreation & Education Park Project 
The panel received a detailed briefing from Bill O’Gorman the Project Coordinator of the Cardinia 

Motor Recreation & Education Park Project to be located near Pakenham and adjacent to the 

Pakenham Bypass.  It is anticipated the proposed venue will have its own circuit, skidpans and Kart 

facility with supporting building to service the needs of interested clubs.  A feasibility study of the 

project, funded by State and Local Government and Chisholm TAFE, is expected to be completed 

shortly. 

2.7 The VSEAP – going forward 
Panel members recently gave consideration to the key themes they felt should be the focus of the 

VSEAP going forward.  The following emerged: 

 Identify and address issues which impact on club motorsport; 

 A focus on the developments/facilities of value to club motorsport; 

 A focus on Officials – training and recruitment – for club motorsport; and 

 A focus on the potential evolution of events of value for club motorsport 
 

2.8 Speed Event Regulations Assessed 
The panel has reviewed the Regulations for 14 events since the last meeting of this body. 

Jim Reark 
Chairman 
Victorian Speed Events Advisory Panel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.1.5 Motorkhana Panel – Brian Shanahan 

Report of the Victorian Motorkhana Advisory Panel 
For the Victorian State Council Meeting 

On the 4
th

 of August 2009 
Last Panel Meeting   17

th
 of June 2009  

Next Panel Meeting   19
th

 of August 2009 

There have been 3 VMC events since the last State Council Meeting which have all been successful run in a 

variety of conditions. There was a twilight event run by FFCC at Werribee, a relaxing round at Deniliquin 

followed by Bitumen round at South Pacific Tyres by MUCC.  There was one issue at SPT with an over 

enthusiastic competitor that is being dealt with. 

Next round is at Werribee run by PCCV, 23/8/09, followed by Bendigo 19/9/09 on bitumen.   

2010 AMC venue is still being investigated for Victoria turn. 

There have been no real issues that need to be brought up at this meeting. 

Brian Shanahan 

Vic Motorkhana Panel Chairman 

 



6.1.8 Rally Panel – Darryn Snooks 

VRAP August 2009 Report to Victorian State Council 

Please accept my apologies for being unable to attend in person. However, this evening has clashed with a 

meeting for my daughter to determine her subjects and study alternatives at school. I will be represented by 

Mark Hallowell, secretary of the VRAP. 

Rallying in Victoria seems to be running fairly well at the moment. 

Numbers seem higher in the main series’. 

VRC. 
East Gippsland Safari 49 
Bega    26 (held in NSW) 
George Derrick  35 (Joint round with VCRS) 
 
VCRS 
Bonnie Doon  65 
Nissan Nightmoves 50 
George Derrick  48 
 
Bushfire Appeal Proceeds 

Marysville Lions Club were presented with a cheque for some $28500 towards the provision of a service van to 

be used for fund raising by all the service clubs. It was very graciously received and I think held up the sport in 

a good light! 

Administration Issues 

We are having some ongoing admin issues with CAMS and to this end Michael Smith will attend our next VRAP 

meeting. These issues centre around inaccuracies on permits etc. 

RP Scheme. 

I am pleased to report that the RP scheme costs have reduced by half but a misunderstanding at Vicroads 

meant that the agreed outcome of $103 per year has not yet been achieved. This is ongoing work and should 

be rectified pretty quickly as VicRoads have already acknowledged the misunderstanding. 

Hancocks 

There has been no movement at this station for some time. We were asked by the DSE (Department of 

Sustainability and Environment) to leave it be as they were in discussion with Hancocks. AS there has been 

nothing forcoming I am looking to schedule and appointment in the near future. 

2010 Calendar  

At time of writing there have only been 8 events apply for calendaring despite the official date for submissions 

closing on 31 July 

 

 

 

 

 



6.1.9 Off Road Panel – Marilyn Emmins 

Victorian Off Road Advisory Panel 

REPORT:  to Victorian Sport & Club Development Council 

Tuesday 4
th

 August 2009  

 

1: The next meeting of the Off Road Panel will be Friday 31 July in Bendigo 

2: A big issue for the Panel at present is securing suitable events to be part of the  Victorian Off Road 

Championship for 2010 – applications close on Friday 31  July for 2010 and so far the Panel has 

received 2 applications….  

3: Another issue of concern is how Panel members see their role as Panel Members which will also be 

discussed…..all members of the VORAP have now been given  ID to wear indicating they are a 

member of the Off Road Panel…thanks to Rob Dunt for organising this. 

4: We have also organised ID for all club based stewards, which goes a long way to highlight their role at 

multi-club / club based events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.2.1 ARCom – Darryn Snooks 

ARCom August 2009 Report to Victorian State Council 

Again, please accept my apology’s for being unable to attend in person. However, this evening has clashed 

with a meeting for my daughter to determine her subjects and study alternatives at school. I will be 

represented by Mark Hallowell, secretary of the VRAP. 

In my view ARCom is certainly more representative of the sport as a whole under its current structure. Most 

meetings are held by teleconference although I think that it would be better to have more face to face 

meetings. 

Despite the view of someone the various internet chat forums, ARCom seems to be functioning better than in 

my memory and is certainly looking at a number of initiatives to help grow the sport at grass roots level. 

There are a number of challenges that face ARCom, with respect to the ARC, specifically looking at the current 

format of the series and how it can be implroved. I note that there were at least three members of ARCom in 

New Zealand recently for the very successful Otago rally so they are definitely looking and probing at what can 

be done. 

We have had two teleconferences since the last meeting of State Council mostly dealing with items of a 

technical nature. 

 



6.2.4 MTEC – David Bellenger 

Marque Touring & Enthusiasts Commission Report 

to 

Victorian Sport & Club Development Council  

4
th

 August 2009 

1. The first meeting of the Marque Touring & Enthusiasts Commission was conducted at the CAMMS 
office on Saturday 11/7/2009.  In attendance were Terry Thompson (Chairman), Doug Rae, Terry 
Atkinson, David Bellenger, Rod Mathers, Graham Lawrence, Bob Piper (CAMS Board portfolio holder), 
Michael Smith (Executive Officer)   
Also in attendance were Tom Snooks (Chairman, Australian Sport & Club Development Commission) 

and Graham Fountain CAMS CEO (1030-1100hrs). 

2. Mr Fountain addressed the Commission and explained the reasons CAMS are anxious to attract a 
majority of the 900 clubs which make up this group.  CAMS wish to be seen as the peak body for 
anything relating to motor vehicles. 
 

3. The commission’s terms of reference were addressed and after some discussion and some 
amendments these are to be re submitted to the Board for approval. 

 
4. The Commission has shown a degree of concern with the number of Clubs and believes that CAMS 

must be very careful and clear in the terms of affiliation for these clubs.  There was a strong belief 
around the table that if affiliation and voting rights are not carefully considered when offering these 
clubs membership it could lead to a take over of CAMS as we know it and a disruption to Motorsport 
as we know it.  This view was not shared by the Board member Bob Piper who could not understand 
what we were all concerned about. 

 

5. The group then spent some time endeavouring to come up with a definition of a “Social Event’ and 
trying to put down on paper some ideas to attract new clubs.  These actions are a work in progress 
and will continue to develop at our next meetings.  The Commission has set a goal to affiliate 100 new 
clubs from this group by the end of 2010. 

 
6. The next meeting of the Commission will be at the Summit in September. 

 

David Bellenger 

Victorian Commissioner 

Marque Touring & Enthusiasts Commission. 

0429 015 566 

kartracer@optushome.com.au  
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6.2.5  AORCom – Marilyn Emmins 

Australian Off Road Commission 

 

1: 3 rounds of the AORC have now been completed for 2009 with the remaining rounds in Millicent in 

September and Goondiwindi in October. 

2: 3 vehicles have had fire issues with one buggy totally destroyed at Finke this year. 

3: Entries at AORC rounds so far have been an increase on previous year. 

4: An Event Checkers ‘checklist’ is being trialled this year at AORC events. 

5: The next meeting of AORCom will be held in September prior to the Commissioners Summit meeting. 

6: Applications for the 2010 Championship are now out to organisers and close  on 18 August. 

7: The first 2 rounds of the AORC have had good air time on channel 10 1HD,  this has been put 

together by Conflict Films in conjunction with Off Road  Promotions who have secured the 

contract for 2009, with ORRinc (our  commercial arm) 

Marilyn Emmins 

VORAP – Chairman 

AORCom – Victorian Commissioner. 

 

 

 

6.3.3 Chairman’s Report – David Bellenger 

Chairman’s Report 

to 

Victorian Sport & Club Development Council  

4th August 2009 

1. Michael Smith and I have been meeting on a weekly basis again and working thorough any issues that 

may arise.  We are still looking at ways to make our meetings more productive and are still exploring 

ways to get reports etc. before the meeting so members can digest them before they come to the 

meetings.  If you have any issues you wish raised with Michael or the other SCDC Chairmen please do 

not hesitate to contact me on 0429 015 566. 

 
2. Norman Gowers and I have had two meetings with the CEO and discussed the down turn in support at 

State level now that we no longer have a State Manager.  We have discussed the Web Site and the 
CEO has had some input into the format for the reformulation and presentation of the constitutional 
changes which Victoria still wants to see go ahead. 

 
3. The draft agreement between CAMS and State Race Inc. for the conduct of the State Circuit Racing 

Championships has been returned with their suggestions of what is acceptable.  Michael Smith is to 
get a legal opinion of what would be acceptable and proper in this type of agreement before sending 
it back to Geoff Bull. 

 



4. Norman Gowers has put a lot of effort into rewriting the Constitutional changes and these have now 
been sent to the CEO for inclusion in the Board meeting on the 12

th
 June.  These changes have now 

been before the Board on the 11
th

 of June.  Although we had indications of support from several 
States they were apparently dismissed out of hand are now claimed to be a dead topic.  I have since 
had information that Qld, S.A and Tas are as disappointed as we are regarding this result and are still 
asking where to from here.  To facilitate an answer on the Boards decision as per the minute of our 
last Sport & Club Development Council Executive meeting. An invitation has been extended to 
Andrew Papadopoulos and Graham Fountain to attend the next Sport & Club Development Council 
meeting on Tuesday 4

th
 August to explain the rationale behind the rejection of the Constitutional 

Motions.  Mr Fountain has indicated his intention to attend but at the time of writing this report 
nothing had been heard from the President.  Further to this item I have received a call from Paul 
Overell the Queensland Chairman expressing his concerns and also a copy of an e-mail from Barry 
Oliver from Tasmania, which He was instructed to write by the Tasmanian Council, to the President 
requesting explanation of the Boards actions. 
 

5. It was disappointing to hear during the month that Steven Daws had resigned from CAMS.  Steven 
had worked hard for the sport during his time with the organisation and was one who had an open 
door policy. Steven could understand the needs of the members as He was a grass roots competitor 
himself.  Steven will be sadly missed. 

 
6. Michael Smith and Myself with the help of the SCDO are still reviewing the possibility of reviving a 

State Awards Dinner of some kind.  We will have more information on this shortly. 
 

7. The summit of Commissioners and all Sport & Club Development Chairmen to be held in Victoria on 
the 11

th
 to 13

th
 September 2009 is still going ahead.  I believe a venue has been chosen and I am still 

waiting on details of an agenda etc.  Should you have any matters you may feel should be taken to 
this summit please put them in writing and I will do my best. 

 
8. I have taken part in three SCDC Chairman’s phone hook ups and the Chairs have almost ratified the 

Standing Orders for the SCDC.  These phone hook ups are to be an ongoing occurrence during the 
year with a face to face meeting proposed for later in the year.  Unfortunately due to the fact that the 
agenda did not arrive until the day of the meeting and there had been no forward reminder, I was 
unable to be part of this meeting. 

 
David Bellenger 

Chairman 

Victorian Sport & Club Development Council 

0429 015 566 

kartracer@optushome.com.au  
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